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June 1,2007

Karl Girton, Chair
State Board of Education
First Floor, 333 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333

Dear Chairman Girton:

Re: Chapter 49-2

EDUCATION, DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND

ENERGY, DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN
APPROPRIATIONS
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT
RULES AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS
DEMOCRATIC POLICY
JOINT LEGISLATIVE AIR, WATER

POLLUTION CONTROL AND
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD
PENNVEST AUTHORITY BOARD
WILD RESOURCE CONSERVATION BOARD
PARKS AND FORESTS FOUNDATION
LOW-LEVEL WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINIMS AND RECLAMATION BOARD
CSQ CO-CHAIR HOST COMMITTEE 2006
STATE EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT BOARD

I write to assure you of my continuing support for the amendments to Chapter 49
concerning teacher certification and special education and ELL training recently
approved by the Board in final form. I applaud the Board for integrating many of the
changes suggested by various stakeholders during the review process. I believe that, as
written, the regulations will permit teacher preparation institutions, students and teachers
adequate time to comply with the new requirements. Most important, I am absolutely
convinced of the necessity of these changes if we are to have any hope of educating all
students in Pennsylvania and of meeting the standards of NCLB,

Please extend special thanks to Dr. James Fogarty and the members of his
committee for their mammoth accomplishment.

RJM/mcz/alv

RAP]HAEL J. MUSTO
Senator
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